
 

New Zealand North Island Adventure 

Wine, Food & Cultural Experiences 

11 Days / 10 Nights • March 8–18, 2027 

 

Join us for an unforgettable journey through New Zealand’s North Island, where stunning 

natural beauty and rich cultural heritage await at every turn. Begin in vibrant Auckland 

before escaping to Waiheke Island, renowned for its world-class wines and breathtaking 

coastal scenery. Explore the magical glow of the Waitomo Caves and step into the 

enchanting world of Hobbiton. In Rotorua, witness geothermal wonders and experience the 

rich traditions of Māori culture. Continue to the serene shores of Lake Taupo before 

discovering the exceptional wines and gourmet cuisine of Hawke’s Bay. Blending spectacular 

landscapes, cultural encounters, and outstanding gastronomy, this adventure promises 

memories to cherish long after your journey ends. 

 

 



March 6 – Departure for New Zealand 

Fly from your hometown in the USA and connect to a nonstop Air New Zealand flight to Auckland. 

Common nonstop departure gateways include Houston (IAH), Los Angeles (LAX), San Francisco (SFO), 

and New York (JFK).  

Air New Zealand is consistently recognized as one of the world’s leading airlines, known for its 

excellent service, safety record, comfort, and innovative long-haul travel experience. 

March 7 – In Transit 

Relax and enjoy your transpacific journey. Due to crossing the International Date Line and the 

significant time difference, you will lose a calendar day and arrive in Auckland on March 8, local time. 

Day 1 – March 8: Arrival in the City of Sails: Auckland Adventure Begins  

 

We will arrive in Auckland, New Zealand’s vibrant "City of Sails," where cosmopolitan energy meets 

spectacular natural beauty. Surrounded by two harbors and dotted with more than 60 extinct volcanic 

cones, Auckland offers a unique blend of waterfront charm, diverse cultures, and stunning scenery. 

After arrival, we’ll transfer to the elegant 5-star Fable Auckland, a boutique hotel housed within one 

of the city’s landmark heritage buildings. Combining classic sophistication with contemporary 

comfort, the hotel is ideally located in the heart of Auckland, just a short walk from the waterfront, 

Viaduct Harbour, shopping districts, and many of the city’s most popular attractions. 

The remainder of the day is yours to relax after your journey and settle into New Zealand time. If you 

feel ready to explore, take a leisurely walk along the Viaduct Harbour, browse nearby boutiques, enjoy 

a relaxed meal at a local café, visit the renowned Auckland Art Gallery, or take a Hop-On Hop-Off 

sightseeing tour for an introduction to the city’s neighborhoods and landmarks. 

This evening is free for dinner on your own and a chance to enjoy your first taste of New Zealand 

hospitality. 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 2 – March 9: Auckland at Leisure & Welcome Dinner (B, D) 

 

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast at the hotel and a free day to discover Auckland at your own pace. Whether 

you prefer culture, sports, sailing, or simply soaking in the city's atmosphere, Auckland offers 

something for every interest. 

Film enthusiasts may wish to visit Wētā Workshop Unleashed, an interactive attraction that 

showcases the creativity behind movie special effects, costume design, creatures, and fantasy worlds. 

Created by the award-winning team whose work has appeared in The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, 

and other major productions, this experience offers a fascinating glimpse into the art of cinematic 

storytelling. 

For a uniquely Auckland adventure, consider an America’s Cup Sailing Experience aboard a genuine 

racing yacht. As the historic home of several America’s Cup campaigns, Auckland has a deep 

connection to competitive sailing. Guests can choose to help operate the yacht alongside the crew or 

simply relax and enjoy spectacular views of the harbor and city skyline from the water. 

Additional options include visiting the Sky Tower for panoramic views, exploring the Auckland 

Museum’s outstanding Māori and Pacific collections, taking a ferry to the charming seaside village of 

Devonport, or enjoying Auckland’s renowned dining and wine scene. 

This evening, we’ll gather in the hotel lobby to meet our local tour director and fellow travelers before 

walking together to our welcome dinner. Over excellent cuisine and New Zealand wines, we’ll get 

acquainted and celebrate the beginning of our North Island adventure. 

 

  



Day 3 - March 10: Discover the Magic of Waiheke Island (B, L) 

 

After breakfast, we’ll depart Auckland and enjoy a scenic ferry journey across the sparkling waters 

of the Hauraki Gulf to beautiful Waiheke Island. As Auckland’s skyline gradually fades into the 

distance, enjoy sweeping views of emerald islands, secluded coves, and sailboats gliding across the 

harbor. 

Upon arrival, we’ll be warmly welcomed by Cami Deery, founder of The Wine Tasting Company and 

one of Waiheke Island’s most respected wine and tourism professionals. A passionate local resident 

and island ambassador, Cami has spent years introducing visitors to Waiheke’s hidden treasures, 

vibrant wine culture, and spectacular landscapes. Her insider knowledge and personal connections 

provide a wonderful introduction to the island and its distinctive lifestyle. 

Together with Cami and our private local guide, we’ll begin exploring one of New Zealand’s most 

picturesque destinations. Known for its rolling vineyards, olive groves, golden beaches, and relaxed 

coastal atmosphere, Waiheke offers a perfect blend of natural beauty, food, wine, and culture. 

Throughout the day, we’ll visit several acclaimed boutique wineries, where passionate 

winemakers craft distinctive wines that reflect Waiheke’s unique maritime climate and terroir. Enjoy 

guided tastings while taking in breathtaking views of vine-covered hillsides, native forests, and the 

sparkling waters of the gulf beyond. 

Midday, we’ll gather for a leisurely lunch featuring fresh seasonal ingredients and regional 

specialties. The relaxed pace allows plenty of time to savor both the cuisine and the spectacular 

surroundings. 

In the afternoon, we’ll continue discovering the island’s many charms. Depending on the day’s 

opportunities, we may visit scenic lookouts, local galleries, artisan shops, or other hidden gems known 

primarily to locals. 

Later, we’ll return to Auckland by ferry, arriving in the early evening. The remainder of the evening is 

yours to enjoy at leisure, whether exploring the waterfront, visiting local restaurants, or relaxing with 

a glass of New Zealand wine while reflecting on a memorable day in paradise. 

 

 

 



 Day 4 –March 11: A Journey Through Ancient Caves and Māori Culture (B, D) 

 

Following breakfast, we set out toward Waitomo, enjoying ever-changing views of emerald pastures, 

winding country roads, and the peaceful beauty of New Zealand’s North Island. 

Upon arrival at Waitomo, prepare for an unforgettable experience as you venture into the mystical 

caves. Marvel at the stunning limestone formations that have been shaped over millions of years. As 

you enter deeper into the cave, you’ll be greeted by the magical glowworms that light up the cavern 

ceilings, resembling a starlit sky. Gliding silently along the underground river, you’ll be awestruck by 

the serene beauty of this natural wonder. 

After the cave tour, enjoy some free time to grab a quick bite at one of the local cafes before we 

continue our journey to Rotorua, the geothermal and cultural heart of New Zealand. 

Arriving in Rotorua, you’ll immediately feel the energy of this geothermal wonderland. Known for its 

dramatic geothermal features, the town is surrounded by bubbling mud pools, steaming hot springs, 

and geysers that erupt from the earth. The air is rich with the scent of sulfur, a reminder of the 

immense geothermal activity below. We’ll check into the elegant 5-star Pullman Rotorua, a 

modern luxury hotel ideally located in the heart of the city, offering stylish accommodations and easy 

access to Rotorua’s cultural and geothermal attractions. Take some time to relax and settle in before 

the adventures ahead 

As the evening unfolds, prepare for the unforgettable Te Pā Tū Māori Cultural Experience. You’ll be 

welcomed with a traditional Māori ceremony before enjoying powerful haka performances, music, 

storytelling, and cultural traditions that bring Māori heritage to life. The evening’s highlight is a 

delicious hāngī feast, cooked underground using heated rocks for an authentic taste of Māori cuisine. 

This memorable experience offers both entertainment and a meaningful connection to New Zealand’s 

indigenous culture. 



Day 5–March 12: A Journey to Middle earth: Hobbiton Magic (B, D)  

 

Start your day with a scenic drive through New Zealand’s breathtaking countryside. The rolling 

landscapes are dotted with charming rural towns, crystal-clear streams, and patches of native forest, 

creating a picture-perfect backdrop at every turn. As we traverse these winding roads, you'll be 

immersed in the serene beauty of the North Island, soaking up its tranquil and untouched charm. 

Arriving at the world-famous Hobbiton Movie Set, you’ll step into the magical realm of Middle-

earth. Nestled within a sprawling 1,250-acre sheep farm, this enchanting location transports you 

straight into the heart of the Shire. As you wander along a two-hour guided tour, explore the 

whimsical Hobbit Holes with their vibrant doors, stroll across the iconic double-arched bridge, and 

breathe in the sweet fragrance of lush gardens filled with vibrant flowers and thriving vegetables. 

Every corner of this set is brimming with detail, bringing to life the scenes from The Lord of the Rings 

and The Hobbit. Cap off your visit with a drink at the Green Dragon Inn, where you’ll savor a specially 

brewed Southfarthing ale or cider, crafted exclusively for this magical place. 

As the day winds down, relax on the scenic drive back to Rotorua and reflect on the magic of 

Hobbiton. This evening, we’ll gather for a group dinner before heading to the enchanting Redwoods 

Nightlights experience. 

Created by renowned designer David Trubridge, this elevated treetop walk features beautifully 

illuminated lanterns inspired by Māori design, suspended among majestic 120-year-old redwoods. 

Winding bridges and soft lighting transform the forest into a magical wonderland, creating a 

memorable blend of art, culture, and nature. 



Day 6–March 13: Geothermal Wonders and Skyline Delights (B, L) 

 

Step into the surreal beauty of Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland, a geothermal marvel shaped by 

volcanic forces over millennia. As you wander through this vibrant landscape, you’ll be captivated by 

the striking colors of emerald-green, saffron, and turquoise hot springs, each one a natural work of art. 

Feel the raw power of nature as the Lady Knox Geyser erupts skyward, a spectacular display of 

geothermal energy. Stroll along paths that reveal the wonders of the Champagne Pool, where 

sparkling waters bubble like a glass of champagne, and the Primrose Terrace, a breathtaking 

formation of pastel-colored mineral deposits. All around you, steam rises from bubbling mud pools 

and hidden craters, giving the area a mystical, otherworldly feel. 

Next, take a relaxing gondola ride up Mount Ngongotahā, where panoramic views of Lake Rotorua 

and the surrounding landscape unfold below. At the summit, indulge in a wine tasting at the 

Volcanic Hills Tasting Room, sampling five wines from New Zealand’s finest regions. With 

knowledgeable staff guiding you through each sip, it’s a perfect experience for both wine enthusiasts 

and curious newcomers. 

Afterward, a delicious buffet lunch awaits at the Stratosfare Restaurant. Featuring New Zealand-

inspired dishes prepared with fresh local ingredients, the meal is complemented by stunning 

panoramic scenery, creating a memorable dining experience high above the city. 

The afternoon is yours to enjoy at leisure. You may choose to relax at Rotorua’s renowned 

Polynesian Spa, where geothermal mineral pools and wellness treatments overlook the lake, or take a 

leisurely stroll through the beautiful Government Gardens, known for their colorful flower displays, 

historic architecture, and peaceful walking paths. The city center is just steps away, offering charming 

cafés, local boutiques, and inviting wine bars. For those wishing to linger over a coffee or light snack, 

several popular cafés are within walking distance, while the vibrant Eat Streat dining district provides 

a variety of restaurants and outdoor terraces perfect for an afternoon break or an early dinner. 

  



 Day 7–March 14: Lakeside Serenity and Taupo Sailing Adventure 

 

After a delicious breakfast, we’ll check out and begin our journey through lush, rolling landscapes toward 

the stunning Lake Taupo, a natural gem nestled in an ancient volcanic crater. Our first stop is the Huka 

Honey Hive, where you'll discover a wide array of New Zealand's finest honey varieties, from smooth 

clover to rich manuka. Enjoy tasting each flavor while learning about the crucial role bees play in 

maintaining our ecosystem, from pollination to vital conservation efforts. 

Next, we’ll visit the spectacular Huka Falls, where crystal-clear blue water rushes through a narrow gorge 

before plunging into the river below. Take some time to enjoy the views and a short walk around the falls. 

We’ll then continue to beautiful Lake Taupo, New Zealand’s largest lake, where you’ll have free time to 

enjoy lunch by the waterfront before our next adventure. 

This afternoon, we’ll set sail on the crystal-clear 

waters of Lake Taupo. Relax and enjoy sweeping 

views of the lake, dramatic cliffs, and native forests 

as we make our way to the spectacular Māori rock 

carvings, one of New Zealand’s most unique 

cultural landmarks. 

For our overnight stay, we’ll check into the elegant 

Hilton Lake Taupo, a luxury lakeside hotel set on a 

hillside overlooking magnificent Lake Taupō. 

Centered around a beautifully restored historic 

manor house, the property combines classic charm with modern comfort and offers sweeping views of 

New Zealand’s largest lake and the surrounding volcanic 

landscape. Take time to relax, enjoy the peaceful setting, 

or stroll through the beautifully landscaped grounds. 

This evening, we’ll gather for dinner at one of Taupō’s 

acclaimed local restaurants, where fresh regional 

ingredients and New Zealand flavors take center stage. 

Paired with excellent local wines and warm hospitality, it’s 

a wonderful way to conclude another memorable day of 

exploration. 



 Day 8–March 15: Vintage Napier & the Gannets of Cape Kidnappers (B, D) 

 

Following breakfast, we’ll journey through the heart of the North Island toward Napier, one of 

New Zealand’s most distinctive seaside destinations. Rebuilt after the 1931 earthquake, the city is 

celebrated for its remarkable collection of Art Deco buildings, colorful facades, and graceful 

architecture that evoke the glamour of a bygone era. Set along the shores of Hawke’s Bay, Napier 

combines a relaxed coastal atmosphere with excellent dining, boutique shopping, and easy access to 

one of the country’s premier wine regions. 

Our home for the night is the historic Art Deco Masonic Hotel, a boutique property that beautifully 

reflects the city's architectural heritage. Ideally located on the waterfront and within walking distance 

of cafés, galleries, and shops, it provides the perfect setting to experience Napier's unique character. 

After settling in, take some time to explore the town, browse local boutiques, or simply enjoy the 

oceanfront setting. 

Later this afternoon, we’ll travel to Cape Kidnappers Gannet Colony for a memorable wildlife 

encounter. Home to the world's largest mainland colony of gannets, this spectacular headland offers a 

rare opportunity to observe thousands of these graceful seabirds in their natural environment. Watch 

as they soar above the cliffs, care for their chicks, and perform their fascinating courtship rituals just a 

short distance away. 

This evening, we’ll gather for dinner at one of Napier’s acclaimed restaurants. Featuring fresh 

regional ingredients, local wines, and warm hospitality, it’s the perfect opportunity to share stories 

from the day while enjoying the flavors of Hawke’s Bay. 

 



Day 9 – March 16:  Hawke’s Bay: Vineyards, Views & Regional Flavors 

 

Today we explore Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand’s oldest wine region and one of the country’s premier 

destinations for world-class Chardonnay, Syrah, and Bordeaux-style blends. 

Our morning begins at Craggy Range, one of New Zealand’s most celebrated family-owned wineries. 

Founded in 1998 by Terry and Mary Peabody, the estate was built with a vision of creating wines that 

express the unique character of New Zealand’s finest vineyard sites. Nestled beneath the dramatic slopes 

of Te Mata Peak, the winery enjoys one of the most spectacular settings in the country, with vineyards, 

gardens, and reflecting ponds framed by soaring cliffs. 

During our tasting, we’ll discover the wines that have earned Craggy Range international acclaim, including 

elegant Chardonnay, Syrah, Sauvignon Blanc, and the renowned Sophia Bordeaux-style blend. The winery 

has received numerous international awards and accolades and was the first New Zealand winery invited 

to join the prestigious La Place de Bordeaux distribution network, a distinction reserved for some of the 

world’s most respected wine estates. 

We then continue to Brookfields Vineyards for a wine tasting and leisurely lunch. Established in 1937, 

Brookfields is recognized as Hawke’s Bay’s oldest boutique winery and remains family-owned today. The 

estate is known for its welcoming atmosphere, hands-on winemaking, and commitment to producing 

wines that reflect the region’s unique terroir. 

 Brookfields has long been admired for its innovative spirit, often working with less common grape 

varieties and experimenting with unique winemaking techniques. Guests will enjoy a tasting of the 

winery’s handcrafted wines before settling in for lunch featuring fresh regional ingredients paired with 

estate wines. Surrounded by vineyards and rolling 

countryside, Brookfields offers a more intimate 

and personal contrast to the grandeur of Craggy 

Range, providing a wonderful glimpse into the 

diversity and character of Hawke’s Bay 

winemaking. 

This afternoon celebrates two distinct sides of 

New Zealand wine: the internationally acclaimed 

elegance of Craggy Range and the family-owned 

charm and pioneering spirit of Brookfields. 



Day 10 – March 17:  Art Deco Heritage & Coastal Terroir (B, L) 

 

This morning, we’ll discover why Napier is considered the Art Deco capital of the Southern Hemisphere. 

During a guided walking tour, we’ll explore the elegant streets rebuilt after the devastating 1931 

earthquake, when much of the city was reconstructed in the fashionable Art Deco style of the era. Along 

the way, our guide will share stories of the earthquake, the rebuilding effort, and the vision that 

transformed Napier into one of the world’s best-preserved collections of 1930s architecture. We’ll also 

visit one of the city’s oldest surviving buildings, offering a rare glimpse into Napier’s pre-earthquake past. 

Later, we’ll travel to Elephant Hill Winery, beautifully situated along the Te Awanga coastline where 

vineyards meet the Pacific Ocean. Founded in 2001 by Swiss entrepreneur Roger Weiss, Elephant Hill 

quickly established itself as one of Hawke’s Bay’s most distinctive wineries, known for its modern 

architecture, coastal setting, and commitment to expressing the region’s diverse terroirs. 

A unique aspect of Elephant Hill is its Sea, Earth, and Stone 

philosophy, inspired by three distinct vineyard sites. Sea reflects the 

coastal vineyards cooled by Pacific breezes, Stone represents the 

ancient river stones of Gimblett Gravels, and Earth refers to the fertile 

soils of Bridge Pa Triangle. During our tasting, we’ll discover how each 

site shapes the character of the wines. Elephant Hill is particularly 

known for its Chardonnay, Syrah, and Bordeaux-style red blends, 

including its flagship Airavata Syrah, one of New Zealand’s most highly 

regarded examples of the variety. 

Following the tasting, we’ll enjoy a five-course lunch at the 

winery restaurant overlooking the vineyards and Pacific Ocean. 

The kitchen is led by Chef Conor Mertens, whose career includes 

Michelin-starred restaurants in Japan and some of New 

Zealand’s leading culinary destinations. Under his direction, the 

restaurant earned a coveted Cuisine Good Food Guide Hat, one 

of the country’s highest culinary honors. Showcasing outstanding 

Hawke’s Bay produce and spectacular coastal views, this lunch 

serves as our final shared meal of the journey. 

The remainder of the afternoon and evening are yours to enjoy at leisure. Take a final stroll through 

Napier’s Art Deco streets, browse for souvenirs, relax at a waterfront café, or return to the hotel to 

pack and prepare for your journey home. 



Day 11 – March 18: Departure or Optional Tour Extensions (B) 

 

Enjoy breakfast at the hotel before joining one of two scheduled group transfers to Hawke’s Bay Airport. 

• Returning home: Please book a flight from Hawke’s Bay to Auckland, allowing sufficient time for 
your international connection.  

• Continuing your New Zealand adventure: Choose from one of our optional tour extensions below.  

Optional Extension 1: Pinot Noir Country & Wellington Discovery (2 Days / 2 Nights) 

Continue your New Zealand adventure as you travel by comfortable van with your tour director from 
Napier to Wellington through the renowned Martinborough wine region, famous for world-class Pinot 
Noir. 

• Winery visit and lunch at Moy Hall Winery.  
• Olive oil and wine tasting at Blue Earth Estate.  
• Overnight stay in Wellington.  
• Ride the historic Wellington Cable Car and visit the Botanic Gardens.  
• Hands-on chocolate-making experience at Wellington Chocolate Factory.  
• Farewell 6-course degustation dinner with New Zealand wine pairings at Logan Brown, one of 

Wellington’s most iconic dining destinations. 

Price: $2,200 per person (cash or check). Single occupancy supplement: $250. A 3% processing fee applies 

to credit card payments. 

Optional Extension 2: South Island Escape: Queenstown & Central Otago (3 Days / 2 

Nights) 

Following the conclusion of the North Island tour in Napier, fly to Queenstown via Wellington and discover 
the dramatic beauty of New Zealand’s South Island. 

• Two nights in Queenstown surrounded by spectacular alpine scenery.  
• Cruise aboard the historic TSS Earnslaw across Lake Wakatipu.  
• Gourmet BBQ dinner at Walter Peak High-Country Farm.  
• Full-day Central Otago wine tour featuring four boutique wineries.  
• Winery lunch with local specialties and regional wines.  

Price: $1,500 per person (cash or check). Single occupancy supplement: $350. A 3% processing fee applies 
to credit card payments. 



Price for the Tour: 

$ 6,975 (per person, double occupancy) when paid by cash or check. 

$7,775 (per person, single occupancy) when paid by cash or check. 

*3% extra costs will apply to credit card payments 

Includes:  

• Deluxe mini-bus transportation for the group 

• All meals throughout the program, including wines 

• Visits and wine tastings at all scheduled wineries 

• Tour leader and coverage of all tour-related costs 

• Private group transfer to and from the airport, including hotel transfers 

• Private tour of Waiheke Island 

• Waitomo Glowworm Cave tour 

• Te Pā Tū Hangi dinner and cultural experience 

• Hobbiton Movie Set & farm tour 

• Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland visit 

• Gondola ride and wine tasting in Rotorua 

• Redwoods Nightlights tree walk 

• Sailing adventure on Lake Taupo 

• Mineral water on the bus 

• Public liability insurance and travel agency insurance provided by our local ground operator 

• Gratuities for the bus driver and the tour guide 

Excludes:  

• Any international or domestic flights not mentioned above  
• Any activities not listed above  
• Any meals not listed above  
• Travel Insurance (highly recommended)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For reservations or questions, contact us at info@winenotexperiences.com 

 


